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Top reviews from the United States
4.0 out of 5 stars
Ingenious plot, but characters could be more polished (minor spoilers)
Reviewed in the United States on May 4, 2013
Verified Purchase
This is the first Michael McCollum book I've read, and I will certainly be carrying on
with the series. I heard about the author on a technical podcast, and I have to agree
the book's premise is excellent. In summary, humanity discovers that not only is it not
alone, it is in fact sitting on the edge of a galactic-wide game of Risk dominated by a
single race, with their only trump card being anonymity and freedom to roam 'off
piste'.
I greatly enjoyed the book, and look forward to the next one. My only reason for not
giving the book 5 stars was that while the principal characters are interesting, a
certain lack of depth to them means I don't feel as much of a connection with them as
I have with other authors such as Peter Hamilton and Orson Scott Card. The
characters are by no means bad, but a lack of complexity makes them slightly
shallow. Aside from that, I would definitely recommend it.

4.0 out of 5 stars
Gentle Writing Style and a Fun Read
Reviewed in the United States on October 28, 2013
Verified Purchase
Book 1 in the series takes a while to grab your interest--it certainly left me wanting
more. It is (for lack of a better term) a 'cozy' read--there is something about the
writing style that is familiar to me as an older reader. I enjoy reading a 'series' of
books--and, like most, dislike the time in between offerings. One advantage to this
series is it is complete (all 3 books are already published). I recommend the book and
have purchased the remaining two in the series.

5.0 out of 5 stars
Makes My Top 10 List!

Reviewed in the United States on August 30, 2015
Verified Purchase
Great premise. Interesting story. Boy, I hope "First Contact" is not like this! There are
worse things than being alone in the universe!
This is the first of a three book series, and I am in the middle of the second one. This
is a great story and it takes three books to tell it. You won't be disappointed.

5.0 out of 5 stars
Gibraltar Earth: Enjoyable, Simple Story
Reviewed in the United States on February 12, 2012
Verified Purchase
This is a straightforward story about first contact. There are engaging characters,
interesting aliens and a plausible plot. The writing style is light-hearted, but with
enough depth to keep the reader`s attention. It is the first book in a series of three
from Michael McCollum.
I enjoyed this book a lot, even though it is perhaps aimed at the young-adult market
more than the middle-aged such as myself. There is no new, clever technology here,
nor are any uniquely fresh alien cultures presented to us. It's a page turner, though,
and I'm looking forward to the second (and third) in the series.

5.0 out of 5 stars
Great start to a great series!
Reviewed in the United States on October 30, 2013
Verified Purchase
I have read this and the second book and have to say that this series has fully pulled
me in. I am looking forward to reading the series in its entirety.

4.0 out of 5 stars
Good story
Reviewed in the United States on July 27, 2012
Verified Purchase

I plan to download the next book in the series. I may be a bit slow but didn't see the
story plot coming. Kept me reading till the end.
Top reviews from other countries
5.0 out of 5 stars
A True Hidden Gem!
Reviewed in the United Kingdom on February 10, 2016
Verified Purchase
Very well written book, hard science, that is, that the science featured in the books is
pretty much well explained and although I don't have a degree in physics, it all seems
pretty solid. The book itself features humanities first tragic encounter between two
alien ships fighting each other. A survivor is rescued and from there the whole book
grips you in a manner that makes you want to keep turning the page to find out what
happens next. The charecters are well drawn out, the story is, well, I won't spoil it, but
suffice to say that Earth is pretty much a "David" versus a very big Goliath.
- Three books in the series and each, very much worth a read! Pity it doesn't seem to
have attracted much attention. One of those hidden gems I suppose. (BTW, it has
pretty much nothing to do with Gibraltar itself, its mentioned, but the whole thing is
pretty much set in outer space)
Well worth a read, as is the Antares series again from the same author and no, he
hasn't paid me to write this!!!

